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Abstract:

This study examines the impact of the social media platform "X" on the spread of sports
fanaticism among Saudi youth, focusing on football as the most popular sport. The research
draws on four key theories: Social Communication Theory, highlighting the role of social
media in shaping values and behaviors; Social Interaction Theory, exploring the link between
traditional and digital media in influencing audiences; Social Change Theory, emphasizing the
role of cultural and technological shifts in exacerbating or reducing fanaticism; and Scientific
Research Theory, underscoring the importance of systematic analysis to understand social

phenomena and propose sustainable solutions.

The study analyzed the features of "X," such as retweets, likes, and hashtag engagement, which
significantly contribute to spreading fanatic content and inciting conflicts among fans. It
discussed the influence of anonymous accounts and fake identities, often exploiting the
platform's privacy features to disseminate rumors and hostile content. Additionally, it
highlighted the role of sports influencers with large followings, some of whom provoke

controversies to gain more engagement.

The study aims to identify the factors driving sports fanaticism, focusing on how the platform is
used to propagate this phenomenon. It also underscores the importance of awareness about
influencers' roles and the platform's technical features in either promoting or mitigating such
behaviors. Real-life cases and user comments were analyzed to identify patterns of behavior

associated with sports fanaticism.

The study concludes that "X" is not merely a medium for sharing news or opinions but a
significant factor in intensifying sports fanaticism. This is attributed to the platform's ability to
create open discussion spaces, which often devolve into hostile debates, especially in the
absence of effective moderation. One of the key findings is that anonymous accounts and

organized hashtag campaigns directly contribute to deepening divisions among sports fans.
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