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Research Questions on Health Sector Localization in Saudi Arabia

1. What is the current state of localization in the Saudi health sector? |
2. What are the main factors hindering the entry of national cadres into health professions?
3. How do health education and training outputs affect localization success?
4. How effective are current government policies in achieving localization targets? f
5. What role does the private sector play in supporting or hindering localization?
6. What practical and sustainable solutions can enhance health professions localization? p
7. How can balance between localization and quality of healthcare be achieved? |

8. What is the impact of localization on the national economy and health security?

Research Focus
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Saudis vs Expats by Specialty (2023)
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Saudization Rate in the Saudi Health Sector (2018-2024)
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Saudization Rate by Sector (2023)
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Abstract asll-

Saudi Arabia, within the framework of Vision 2030, seeks to enhance the localization of
professions across various sectors, with particular attention to the healthcare sector due to
its direct impact on community health and the stability of the healthcare system. The
research problem centers on the increasing challenges facing the localization of healthcare
professions, especially given the sector’s high reliance on expatriate workers in critical
fields such as nursing, pharmacy, and allied medical professions.

This study aims to examine the current state of healthcare localization in the Kingdom and
analyze the main obstacles hindering the success of localization policies, including low
engagement of national cadres in certain specialties, the gap between educational outputs
and labor market needs, and administrative and organizational challenges in retaining
national competencies.

The research also explores potential solutions, such as improving the work environment in
both public and private hospitals, developing training and qualification programs, and
providing financial and non-financial incentives to attract national cadres to critical
healthcare professions.

Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, supported by
comparative and inductive methods, relying on official data and statistics issued by the
Ministry of Health, the General Authority for Statistics, and the Saudi Commission for
Health Specialties for the period 2018-2024. Academic Saudi studies and international
reports were also utilized for comparison and reference.

The significance of this research lies in its integrated perspective, combining quantitative

(statistical) and qualitative (analytical) dimensions, enabling policymakers to design
practical and applicable strategies for healthcare localization.
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The findings are expected to contribute to enhancing the
Kingdom’s capacity to achieve Vision 2030 targets

[
regarding healthcare localization and ensuring the MIDOCEA l
sustainability of national human resources in addressing UNIVERSITY I !

future healthcare challenges.
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