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Abstract

The Degree of Alignment of Media Education Outcomes in Saudi
Universities with Labor Market Requirements: A Field Study

The Saudi society is witnessing profound transformations across various sectors,
with media emerging as a key tool to support the achievement of Saudi Arabia's
Vision 2030, by enhancing national competencies and developing media content in
line with digital transformations. Saudi universities have made significant efforts to
update media education programs by developing academic curricula, introducing
new tracks, and strengthening practical training, aiming to reduce the gap between

academic education and labor market requirements.

Despite these efforts, questions remain regarding the alignment of these programs
with the requirements of the modern media labor market, especially given the
proliferation of digital media, multiple platforms, and diverse production methods.
Reports and statistics indicate a gap between the theoretical and practical skills
acquired by students and the actual needs of the labor market, which affects

graduates’ readiness and employment opportunities.

This study aims to assess the extent to which media education programs in Saudi
universities align with labor market requirements by analyzing the perspectives of
graduates and media institutions, identifying gaps and challenges, and proposing
developmental recommendations to improve curricula, teaching methods, and

partnerships between universities and the labor market.

The study relies on a quantitative and analytical methodology, testing specific
hypotheses related to the gaps between academic programs and labor market
demands, as well as the impact of practical training and partnerships with media
institutions on graduates’ readiness. Previous studies indicate weaknesses in
graduates’ practical competencies and misalignment of some academic programs
with digital transformations, highlighting the need to develop new educational

strategies that integrate theoretical knowledge with practical application.



The study’s significance lies in its theoretical contribution to bridging the research
gap on aligning media education with the digital labor market, and in its practical
importance by providing field data that enables decision-makers to develop
academic programs, enhance graduates’ competencies, and improve employment

prospects in the modern Saudi media sector.

Keywords: (Media education — Media labor market — Saudi university programs —
Digital skills — Practical media training — Education-to-work gap — Digital media —
Curriculum development — Graduate competence — Academic and institutional

partnerships)
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