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Abstract.

This study examines the differences in the impact of the Spiral of Silence on
Saudi users on Platform X, comparing their behavior using real identities versus
pseudonymous identities. Applying a descriptive comparative method, the study
was conducted on a sample of 100 students (50 males and 50 females) from Umm

Al-Qura University in Makkah.

The findings, obtained through a questionnaire tool, demonstrated the
effectiveness of pseudonymity in breaking the spiral of silence and fostering a
liberated environment for expression. In contrast, real identity was associated
with selective silence stemming from the perception of the climate of opinion;
users typically monitor trends to gauge majority views before participating.
Furthermore, the results revealed a positive correlation between context collapse
and the escalation of self-censorship, particularly among females who exhibited
high sensitivity toward the intersection of digital spaces and the family
environment. Finally, the study confirmed that the use of pseudonyms and
symbols enhances the sense of digital security and mitigates the fear of social
isolation, effectively helping users bypass the pressures of prevailing opinions and

the repercussions of personal attacks.

Keywords: Spiral of Silence, Digital Identity, Platform X, Context Collapse.
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