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Abstract

This study examines the factors influencing the survival of startups in the Saudi
business environment. It measures the effect of three independent variables —
access to finance, entrepreneurial and leadership competencies, and government
support and the regulatory environment — on startup survival, and ranks them
by the strength of their effect. The study is grounded in the Resource-Based

the organisational survival literature originating in the ,(Barney, 1991) View

(Scott, 2014) and institutional theory (Stinchcombe, 1965) liability of newness

Adopting a positivist philosophy and a descriptive-analytical, cross-sectional
design, the study administered a 24-item, four-construct online questionnaire
on a five-point Likert scale to a purposive sample of founders and owners of
startups operating in Saudi Arabia, yielding 73 valid responses. Data were
analysed using descriptive statistics, Cronbach's alpha, Pearson correlation, and

multiple linear regression at the .05 significance level
The .(SD = 0.74) Results show a perceived survival level with a mean of 4.09
%three independent variables jointly explained 64.7

The (R*=0.647; F=42.142; p<.001) of the variance in startup survival

hypotheses concerning access to finance, entrepreneurial and leadership
competencies, government support and the regulatory environment were
supported. Entrepreneurial and leadership competencies showed the strongest

(beta =0.603) effect

The study recommends linking funding programmes to business-model
readiness criteria rather than collateral alone, shifting entrepreneurship training

from credential-granting toward the building of applied competence, evaluating

14



public support programmes by survival outcomes rather than beneficiary
counts, and publishing an official national business-demography series
.covering firm births and deaths

which falls ,(n=73) Findings are constrained by the achieved sample size
rule for multiple (va2)) below the minimum recommended by Green's
regression with three predictors; results are therefore reported as preliminary
indications and are not generalised to the study population

Startups; Survival; Entrepreneurship; Access to Finance; :Keywords

Entrepreneurial Competencies; Government Support; Resource-Based View;

.Saudi Arabia; Vision 2030
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