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ABSTRACT

An abstract supply chain refers to a conceptual framework that outlines the
movement and transformation of goods, services, and information from the source
to the end consumer, but without focusing on specific details or entities. It

captures

the high-level processes, relationships, and functions involved in supply chain

operations.

At this abstract level, the supply chain typically includes:



1. Suppliers: Sources of raw materials or services.

2. Manufacturers/Producers: Entities that convert raw materials into finished

goods.

3. Distributors/Wholesalers: Intermediaries that move products from manufacturers

to retailers or consumers.

4. Retailers: Businesses that sell goods directly to consumers.

5. Consumers: The end users of the goods or services.

(32)

6. Logistics & Transportation: Systems facilitating the movement of goods

between stages.

7. Information Flow: The exchange of data and communication that ensures the

efficiency and coordination of the entire supply chain.

In an abstract view, there is less focus on particular industries, companies, or



geographic locations and more on the core processes and interactions that enable

the movement of goods and services from the point of origin to the consumer.

(33)
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Here are some key English references on Supply Chain Management, covering
various aspects like management, logistics, storage, and production planning:

1. Books:

* “Supply Chain Management: Strategy, Planning, and Operation” by Sunil
Chopra and Peter Meindl

* This book is one of the most prominent references in Supply Chain
Management. It covers strategies, planning, and implementation and serves

as a comprehensive guide to modern practices in the field.
* “Logistics & Supply Chain Management” by Martin Christopher

* This book provides clear insights into how to improve supply chain

operations, including logistics, storage, and distribution.
* “The Essentials of Supply Chain Management” by Michael H. Hugos

* This book is an essential reference for beginners in the field, explaining the



basic principles of supply chain management with a focus on effective

integration of systems.

(37)

* “Supply Chain Logistics Management” by Donald Bowersox, David Closs,
and M. Bixby Cooper

* This book focuses on logistics in supply chains, covering information
technology, operations, and manufacturing strategies, making it a strong

reference in the field.

2. Research Papers:
* “Supply Chain Management Review”

* This academic journal publishes research articles and reviews in the field of

supply chain management, covering a wide range of contemporary topics.
* “Journal of Supply Chain Management”

* One of the leading academic journals in supply chain management, it

features in-depth studies and research on strategies and operations in the field.

* “International Journal of Physical Distribution & Logistics Management”
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* Another academic journal focused on research in logistics and distribution,

examining supply chain from both a strategic and practical perspective.

3. Online Courses and Resources:

* Coursera - “Supply Chain Management” (Offered by Rutgers University)

» A comprehensive course covering the basics of supply chain management,

including sourcing, storage, and transportation, offered by Rutgers University.

* edX - “Supply Chain Management” (Offered by MIT)

* A course offered by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), covering

advanced topics like quantitative analysis in supply chains and modern

technologies in the field.
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4. Websites and Blogs:
* Supply Chain 24/7

» A website offering articles, videos, and news on supply chain and logistics,

providing insights on the latest industry trends.
* SCM World

» An educational platform offering case studies, reports, and resources related to

supply chain management, focusing on practical applications and modern theories.
* The Logistics and Supply Chain Forum

* A forum providing articles, reports, and case studies on various aspects of

logistics and supply chains.

5. Case Studies:

» Harvard Business School Case Studies

* Contains in-depth case studies on supply chain management, including how
companies manage supply chain challenges in dynamic environments.

* INSEAD Case Studies



* INSEAD Business School offers specialized case studies on supply chains, with a
focus on technology applications and innovation in the field.

(40)

6. Reports:

* Gartner’s Supply Chain Top 25 Report

* An annual report that ranks the top 25 companies in supply chain management
based on strategic and operational performance. It’s a valuable reference for

understanding trends in the industry.
* McKinsey & Company: “Global Supply Chain Trends”

* Periodic reports from McKinsey offering an overview of the current trends in

global supply chains and the impact of modern technologies on them.
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