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Title: The anticipated benefits of open government data in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Open govermnment data initiatives provide 2 number of opportunities that seek political, socizl,
economic, operationzal, and technical benefits by making them availzble for public use. To suppon
these initiatives, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia irvests & great deal of effort and maoney to setup
open data portals to be used in providing data sets. They are administratively bundled and machine-
readable.

This study 2ims to examine the anticipated benefits of open government ¢ ftiatives in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia_ In order to obtzin a deep understznding of the anticipated benefits of
open govemment data in Saudi Arabia. 10 semi-structured interviews were conducted with officials
implementing cpen govermnment data infitiatives. The results indicate waricus anticipated benefits for
open govemnment data centred around (1) political and socizl benefts, (2} economic benehts, and
(3) operational and technical benefits.

i0ite this article as: Mutambik | The anticipated benefits of open govermmeant data in the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia. Joumal of Information Studies & Technology 2022-1 6 hips/fdoLorgf 10,5330/ [ist 2022 .6
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