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Brief Scientific Report on Research Ethics and Academic Integrity

Research ethics and academic integrity are fundamental to any credible
scientific study. The value of research is not determined only by its findings, but
also by the way in which those findings are obtained. Researchers are
responsible for maintaining honesty, objectivity, transparency, and
accountability throughout all stages of the research process, from selecting the
topic and collecting data to analyzing results and acknowledging sources. The
Singapore Statement on Research Integrity identifies honesty, accountability,
professional fairness, and responsible stewardship of research as essential
principles of research integrity.

Academic integrity requires researchers to properly acknowledge the ideas,
words, data, and findings of others. Presenting another person's work as one's
own is considered plagiarism and represents a serious violation of research
ethics. In addition, fabricating data or altering research results in a way that
misrepresents the actualfindings is also considered research misconduct. The
U.S. Office of Research Integrity identifies three main forms of misconduct:
fabrication, falsification, and plagiarism.

Research ethics also applies to the treatment of participants in field studies.
When questionnaires, interviews, or similar data collection tools are used,
participants should understand the purpose of the study, participate
voluntarily, and have their privacy and confidentiality protected. Their personal
information should not be used for purposes unrelated to the research, and
they should not be exposed to unnecessary harm or pressure. Ethical
publication practices also emphasize appropriate oversight, informed
participation, and responsible handling of confidential data.
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Researchers must also present their findings accurately and objectively, even
when the results do not support their original expectations. Unfavorable results
should not be hidden or manipulated. Appropriate research methods should
be selected, and clear records of procedures and data should be maintained.
The Singapore Statement emphasizes that researchers should use suitable
methods, critically evaluate evidence, and report findings and interpretations
fully and objectively.

In my view, research ethics should not be treated merely as a university
requirement. It represents a personal and professional responsibility because
the credibility of a study depends on the trustworthiness of the researcher.
Proper citation, protection of participants' information, accurate reporting of
findings, and avoidance of plagiarism are therefore essential practices
throughout the research process. UNESCO also describes scientific integrity
as a commitment to honesty, transparency, and accountability in conducting
research and communicating scientific knowledge.
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