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Abstract

With the rapid advancement of digital technology, personal data protection has become a legal
necessity to safeguard individuals' privacy and ensure the secure use of data. This study aims to
analyze the penalties stipulated in the Saudi Personal Data Protection Law and evaluate their
effectiveness in ensuring legal compliance and mitigating violations. The research employs a
descriptive—analytical methodology to examine the legal provisions and practical enforcement
mechanisms of the Personal Data Protection Law in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The study finds that the existing penalties provide a solid legal deterrent. However, as technology
continues to evolve, amendments will inevitably be introduced to enhance their effectiveness. These

may include linking fines to the severity of violations, imposing stricter sanctions on non-compliant



entities, and reinforcing monitoring and inspection mechanisms. Furthermore, the study identifies
challenges in enforcing these penalties, such as difficulties in detecting violations and the need for
continuous coordination between regulatory bodies.

The study concludes that strengthening the legal framework by introducing executive accountability,
enforcing stricter penalties for failure to report data breaches, and establishing standardized compliance
measures will significantly improve adherence to regulations and enhance data protection in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Keywords: Personal Data Protection, Legal Penalties, Legal Compliance, Digital Privacy, Criminal
Legislation, General Data Protection Regulation, Cybersecurity.
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