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Abstract
(&)

This study aimed to examine the role of digital influencer marketing in
stimulating demand for fast-food restaurants among university students in
Riyadh. It focused on students’ exposure to influencer content, the most
frequently used platforms, selected characteristics of influencer content, trust in
influencers’ experiences compared with traditional restaurant advertising, and

patterns of purchasing behavior and interaction with marketing content.

The study adopted a descriptive survey method and used an electronic
questionnaire as the main data collection instrument. The questionnaire was
administered to a purposive sample of 339 male and female university

students in Riyadh.

The findings showed high levels of social media use among the
participants, with Instagram, Snapchat, and TikTok being the most frequently
used platforms for following restaurant influencers. The results also showed a
relatively high level of agreement that influencers’ presentation style
encourages restaurant visits, as well as a relatively high level of trust in
influencers’ experiences compared with traditional advertising. In addition, a
considerable proportion of participants reported having purchased or tried
restaurants based on influencers’ recommendations, with various forms of

interaction with restaurant marketing content.



The findings highlight the importance of presentation style, visual
content, and trust in influencers’ experiences in encouraging university
students to engage with restaurant-related content and try promoted
restaurants.

Keywords: Influencer Marketing, Actual Demand Stimulation, University

Students in Riyadh, Trust in the Influencer, Fast-Food Restaurants
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