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Safeguarding Public Funds under the Integrity and Anti-Corruption Law in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: A Critical Analytical Study

Abstract

This study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of the legislative and institutional frameworks
governing the protection of public funds in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with a particular focus on
analyzing the Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha) system and its recent structural
developments. The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology based on a critical tracking of
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legal texts and applied practices, utilizing content analysis as a primary tool to examine official
documents, reports, and relevant international conventions. The scope of the study encompasses the
modern Saudi legal system associated with Vision 2030, with a purposive sample of recently enacted
legislation and decrees (2024-2025). The study yielded several fundamental results, most notably that
the Kingdom has succeeded in establishing a pioneering model that integrates the determinants of Sharia-
based authenticity with international standards, leading to a reduction in financial waste through digital
governance tools and centralized oversight platforms. The analysis further reveals a radical shift in
criminal policy toward heightened punitive measures, categorizing corruption offenses as major crimes
warranting arrest and expanding the scope of liability to include influence peddling and illicit enrichment.
Furthermore, the findings demonstrate the efficacy of the financial settlements strategy in recovering
substantial domestic assets. Conversely, the study identifies complex procedural challenges regarding
international asset recovery, resulting from divergent legal systems and dual criminality requirements.
Additionally, the results highlight technical difficulties in tracing financial flows via cryptocurrencies,
alongside structural gaps related to the limited independence of internal audit units within certain
administrative entities. Accordingly, the study recommends the necessity of drafting a unified and
comprehensive system for the protection of public funds that incorporates digital assets. It also advocates
for enhancing the structural independence of internal audit units by linking them centrally to oversight
bodies, while activating whistleblower protection systems and intensifying proactive monitoring through
artificial intelligence to ensure the sustainability of integrity within both administrative and financial
environments.

Keywords: Public Funds, Oversight and Anti-Corruption Authority (Nazaha), Saudi Vision 2030,
Asset Recovery, Digital Governance.
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