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Abstract

This study aims to identify the role of Saudi universities in achieving the transition towards a knowledge-
based economy from the perspective of faculty members in Saudi universities. The study followed the
descriptive approach where, based on references and previous studies, it began by clarifying the concept
of the knowledge economy and explaining its elements in higher education, then identifying the
requirements for the transition towards a knowledge economy, in addition to identifying the
characteristics of the knowledge community. The study then identified the role of Saudi universities in
achieving the transition towards a knowledge economy from the perspective of faculty members by
using a questionnaire designed specifically for this purpose. The questionnaire consisted of five main
sections, each of which contained ten phrases. Data was collected from a random sample of 123 faculty
members in Saudi universities from various disciplines and varying scientific experience. The data was
analyzed using the SPSS24 statistical program and the results were presented. The study concluded that
universities have a fundamental role in the transition towards a knowledge economy and that Saudi
universities perform this role to a high degree, as the results showed that Saudi universities promote
awareness of the concept of the knowledge economy. They also play a fundamental role in utilizing
infrastructure and technology to support scientific research and cooperate with other universities and
sectors. Saudi universities also provide support for their distinguished students and develop curricula
and study programs to keep up with the requirements of the job market. The results did not show any
differences in the responses of faculty members according to the variables of specialization and years of

experience. The study reached a set of reccommendations that were presented.
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