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Abstract

Study Objective:

This study explores the "transformations in professional competencies" among
journalists at Al-Madina newspaper in Jeddah. It primarily aims to examine the impact of
digital transformation and Artificial Intelligence (Al) on the nature of Saudi journalists'
work. Furthermore, the study seeks to identify the emerging skill sets required to
succeed in the contemporary digital publishing environment.




Methodology:

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, which is the most suitable for
characterizing and analyzing skill-related phenomena. A questionnaire was employed
as the primary data collection tool, targeting a purposive sample of journalists and
editors across both digital and print departments at Al-Madina newspaper to ensure
authentic field data.

Expected Results:

The study anticipates revealing a significant shift from "monospecialized" journalism to
"multi-skilled" or "hybrid" journalism. Additionally, it expects to identify a digital gap
necessitating intensive training programs in mobile journalism (MoJo) and Al-
augmented editing, while highlighting how "real-time" publishing pressures affect
accuracy and verification standards.

Significance & Applications:

The significance of this research lies in providing the management of Al-Madina
newspaper and other media institutions in Jeddah with a roadmap for their employees'
actual training needs. Furthermore, it serves as a modern academic reference for media
students and researchers, aligning with the goals of Saudi Vision 2030 in fostering
digital excellence within the media sector.

Keywords:

Digital Transformation, Professional Skills, Al-Madina Newspaper, Digital
Journalism, Jeddah.
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