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Implications of a (radical) socio-cultural ‘turn’ in public relations scholarship
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Aim of the Study:

The study aims to explore the socio-cultural turn in public relations (PR) scholarship,

challenging the traditionally dominant functional and normative approach. It seeks to



provide a deeper understanding of PR's role as a socio-cultural activity and its

influence on social and cultural values and beliefs.

Study Population and Sample:

The study focuses on existing research and theories related to the socio-cultural
aspects of PR. The sample includes relevant literature, case studies, ethnographic
accounts, and discourse analyses.

Methodology:

The research adopts a qualitative approach, incorporating a variety of theoretical
and methodological traditions, such as anthropology, storytelling, and pragmatism.
The methodology involves comprehensive literature review, case studies,
ethnographic accounts, and discourse analyses.

Tools:

Qualitative analysis tools are employed, including literature review, case study
analysis, ethnographic study, and discourse analysis to examine the socio-cultural
dimensions of PR.

Results:

PR as Discourse Production: The study highlights the fundamental role of PR in
producing discourses that influence social cohesion and truth communication.
Contextual Influences: It examines how different social and cultural contexts (global,
national, and local) shape PR practices and how these practices, in turn, affect the
broader societal context.

PR Profession: The research explores the PR profession as a social group,
analyzing its structure, power dynamics, and the social and cultural norms
sustaining it.

Recommendations:



Promote further research into the socio-cultural dimensions of PR using

deeper ethnographic and narrative approaches.

Encourage a rethinking of the traditional normative approach to PR, adopting a more

comprehensive socio-cultural perspective.

Focus on studying the contextual and historical influences on PR practices to

enhance the understanding of the profession.

Keywords: public relations, socio-cultural turn, normative approach, functional

research, discourse, context, profession.
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