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Title: The anticipated benefits of open government data in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Abstract

Open zovernment data initiatives provide a number of opportunities that seek political, social,
economic, operational, and technical benefits by making them available for public use. To support
these initiatives. the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia invests a great deal of effort and money to set up
open data portals to be used in providing data sets. They are administratively bundled and machine-
readable.

This study aims to examine the anticipated benefits of open government data injtiatives in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. In order to obtzin a deep understznding of the cipated benefits of
open govemnment data in Saudi Arabia, 10 semi-structured interviews were conducted with officials
implementing cpen govemment data initiatives. The results indicate various anticipated benefits for
open govemnment data centred around (1) pofitical and social benefits, (2] economic benefits, and
{3) opermational and technical benefits.

Cite this article as: Mutambik |. The anticpated benefits of open govemment data in the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia. journal of information Studies & Technology 2022:1 6. hittpsff doiLong/10.5339/fist 2022 6
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