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Introduction: 
 
Resource management is a vital component of sustainable development, 
particularly in countries like Saudi Arabia, which faces unique environmental 
challenges. With vast desert landscapes and limited freshwater resources, Saudi 
Arabia relies heavily on oil and gas for economic stability, raising concerns about 
sustainability and environmental protection. With Vision 2030 aiming to diversify 
the economy and reduce dependence on oil, the need for eCective resource 
management has become more pressing. This research focuses on evaluating 
the current resource management practices in Saudi Arabia, identifying 
challenges, and proposing innovative strategies to optimize resource utilization. 
Research Problem: 
Despite recognizing the importance of sustainable resource management, Saudi 
Arabia faces major challenges such as ineCicient water usage, over-extraction of 
natural resources, and a lack of integrated policies. Rapid population growth and 
economic expansion further intensify these issues, potentially leading to 
resource depletion and environmental strain. The research problem centers on 
understanding the current state of resource management in Saudi Arabia and 
exploring eCective strategies for improvement. 
 
Importance of Research: 
 
This research is significant for its potential contributions to policy-making and 
sustainable development in Saudi Arabia. As the nation strives to achieve Vision 
2030’s objectives, optimizing resource management becomes crucial. By 
identifying barriers to eCective resource management and proposing innovative 
strategies, this research can inform policymakers, stakeholders, and the 
academic community. Moreover, the findings may serve as a model for other 
economies facing similar resource management challenges. 
 
Research Objectives: 
 

1. To analyze the current state of resource management practices in Saudi 
Arabia. 

2. To identify the key challenges in managing natural resources eCectively. 
3. To evaluate existing policies and strategies for resource management. 
4. To propose innovative solutions for optimizing resource management in 

Saudi Arabia. 
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Research Questions: 
 

1. What are the current practices in resource management in Saudi Arabia? 
2. What challenges do policymakers face in implementing sustainable 

resource management? 
3. How eCective are the existing policies on resource management? 
4. What innovative strategies can be employed to improve resource 

management in Saudi Arabia? 
 
 
Hypotheses: 
 

1. Current resource management practices in Saudi Arabia are insuCicient 
to meet the sustainability goals outlined in Vision 2030. 

2. Policymakers face significant challenges in implementing resource 
management policies due to economic, environmental, and social 
factors. 

3. Innovative management strategies can greatly enhance the eCiciency of 
resource use in Saudi Arabia. 

 
Previous Studies and Theoretical Framework: 
 
Numerous studies have examined various aspects of resource management in 
the Middle East, especially in Saudi Arabia. Al-Mutairi (2020) discusses the 
challenges of water resource management, highlighting issues of over-extraction 
and pollution. Ahmed (2019) evaluates energy eCiciency policies, emphasizing 
the need for diversification and sustainability in energy usage. Al-Ghamdi (2021) 
examines the alignment of resource management with the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), proposing a framework for integrating 
environmental considerations into policy-making. 
The theoretical framework for this research is based on the Integrated Resource 
Management (IRM) approach, which highlights the interdependence of diCerent 
resources and the necessity of a comprehensive management strategy. This 
approach advocates for collaboration among various stakeholders, including 
government agencies, the private sector, and local communities, to ensure 
sustainable resource management. 
 
Research Methodology and Methods: 
 
This study will employ a mixed-methods research design, combining qualitative 
and quantitative methods to provide comprehensive insights into resource 
management practices in Saudi Arabia. 
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Qualitative Methods: 
 

1. Interviews: Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with key 
stakeholders, including government oCicials, industry experts, and 
environmental advocates. These interviews aim to gather qualitative data 
on current practices, challenges, and perspectives on resource 
management. 

2. Focus Groups: Focus group discussions will be organized to explore 
community perspectives on resource management and sustainability. 
This qualitative data will provide deeper insights into public awareness 
and engagement in resource management practices. 

 
Quantitative Methods: 
 

1. Surveys: A structured questionnaire will be developed and distributed to a 
representative sample of the Saudi population. The survey will assess 
public awareness, attitudes, and behaviors regarding resource 
management practices. 

2. Statistical Analysis: The collected data will be analyzed using statistical 
methods to identify patterns and correlations related to resource 
management eCiciency and public perception. 

 
 
Study Tools: 
 

1. Interview Guides: A semi-structured guide will be used to facilitate 
stakeholder interviews, allowing for flexibility in responses while ensuring 
that key topics are covered. 

2. Survey Questionnaires: A structured questionnaire will be designed to 
collect quantitative data, incorporating both closed and open-ended 
questions for comprehensive insights. 

3. Data Analysis Software: Software tools such as SPSS (Statistical Package 
for the Social Sciences) will be used for quantitative data analysis, while 
NVivo will be employed for analyzing qualitative data. 

 
Study Limitations: 
 
This research will focus specifically on resource management issues within 
Saudi Arabia, examining local policies, practices, and cultural factors that 
influence resource use. The findings may not be generalizable to other regions 
with diCerent environmental and socio-economic contexts. Additionally, the 
study will be constrained by time and resource limitations, which may aCect the 
scope of stakeholder interviews and surveys. 
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