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Abstract:

The rapid growth and development of industries, with the import of goods into the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, has led to the generation of millions of solid wastes annually, especially in the city of Riyadh, as
it is the capital with a high population density. “Approximately 15 million tons of solid waste are
produced annually within the Kingdom. This number poses a great danger to humans and the
environment. Statistics indicate that 5 to 17% of this solid waste is plastic” (Shwakh, 2017). The harmful

effects of plastic waste require an intense effort by the state to adopt methods to control it. This paper

analyzes waste management methods that can be used to eliminate plastic waste while generating

additional income for the city of Riyadh. Although a large amount of plastic waste accumulates in the city
of Riyadh, only a small percentage of it is recycled. The low recycling rate is due to the lack of proper
facilities and facilities in the informal sector which in turn is the major player in plastic waste recycling. It
is therefore recommended to seek more funding for plastic recycling through public-private partnerships,

raise awareness, and allocate sufficient land for recycling activities.
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