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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the role of small enterprises in achieving development in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, through a comparative study based on gender and age. Based
on descriptive and analytical elements, the questionnaire was used as a research tool and
applied to a sample of (399) participants from small business leaders in the Kingdom.

The study's results reached several conclusions, most notably that small enterprises
produce a fundamental element in supporting the local economy, as they help create job
opportunities, improve income levels, stimulate investment, and reduce economic
intelligence among various groups. The study also suggests that sustainability and digital
transformation practices begin with the implementation of small enterprises in the long
term.

There was no statistically significant relationship between small and medium-sized

enterprises (SMEs) and cooperation with a significance level of (0.05). The study also
showed that men had higher reviews of small enterprises compared to women, and that
the age group (30 - under 40 years) was more aware of the importance of small
enterprises in achieving development. They also have the potential to support small

enterprises, provide financing opportunities, and partner with large companies, in
addition to enhancing the sustainability of small enterprises. The study focused on
developing the business and financing environment to support small businesses, raising
awareness of sustainability, and developing specialized programs to support
entrepreneurial skills, including business development in the United Kingdom.

Keywords:

Small business enterprises - Economic development - Economic development.
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