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Abstract

This research primarily aimed to determine the nature and extent of the role that social tourism media
plays, through its dimensions (content quality, source credibility, and interactivity), in shaping the attitudes
of Saudi youth (cognitive, affective, and behavioral) towards domestic tourism destinations. To achieve this
goal, the study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach, which is suitable for describing the phenomenon,
analyzing the relationships between its variables, and testing their impact. A questionnaire was used as the
main tool to collect data from an available sample of 400 young men and women. The results of multiple
regression analysis confirmed that the combined dimensions of social tourism media explain 66% of the
variance in youth attitudes, a very high influential percentage. It was also found that "content quality" is the
most influential dimension, followed by "source credibility," and then "interactivity." The results also
revealed that youth generally have "high" attitudes, with the "affective component" (related to pride and
patriotism) being the highest rated, followed by the "cognitive component," and then the "behavioral
component (intention)," which indicates a gap between positive emotions and the actual intention to travel.
Based on these findings, the research provided several practical recommendations, most notably the necessity
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for tourism authorities to shift from a "content marketing" strategy to a "content creator empowerment"
strategy for the youth themselves, and to facilitate the decision-making process by providing transparent
information about prices and bookings.

Keywords: Social tourism media, youth attitudes, Saudi tourism, Saudi Vision 2030.
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