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Introduction

Sustainability has become one of the fundamental pillars of urban development at both the global and
local levels over the past few decades. The concept has evolved from a primary focus on environmental
concerns to a comprehensive development framework that balances environmental, economic, social, and
cultural dimensions while meeting present needs without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs (United Nations, 2015; UN-Habitat, 2022). This global direction has been
reinforced by the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly Goal 11, which
aims to make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable (United Nations, 2015), alongside the
growing international emphasis on developing Human-Centered Cities that enhance quality of life and
promote human well-being.

Within this context, urban humanization projects have emerged as one of the most significant
contemporary approaches to urban planning. These projects seek to reshape the built environment by
promoting walkability, improving the quality and efficiency of public spaces (Gehl, 2010; Carmona,
2021), encouraging social interaction, enhancing public health, improving quality of life, and conserving
natural resources to achieve long-term sustainability.

In alignment with these global trends, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has placed considerable emphasis on
urban humanization initiatives as part of the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030, particularly through the
Quality of Life Program and the Saudi Green Initiative (Saudi Vision 2030, 2016; Quality of Life
Program, 2024; Saudi Green Initiative, 2023). This commitment has also been reflected in the adoption of
sustainability assessment systems such as the Mostadam Rating System and LEED, which aim to enhance
the environmental, social, and economic performance of urban development projects and contribute to
creating more sustainable and livable cities.

Despite the significant contributions of these sustainability assessment systems in improving the
technical, managerial, and environmental performance of urban projects, they primarily emphasize
technical and organizational performance indicators, while the ethical and value-based dimensions of
sustainability receive comparatively limited attention. However, sustainable urban development depends
not only on compliance with technical standards and regulations but also on individual behavior,
community culture, environmental awareness, and social responsibility toward natural resources and
public assets. Consequently, there is a growing need for a value-based framework that promotes self-
regulation, encourages sustainable behavior, and ensures the long-term effectiveness of urban
development projects.

From this perspective, Islamic sustainability principles provide a comprehensive ethical framework that is
highly compatible with contemporary sustainability objectives. These principles emphasize the
conservation of resources, prevention of environmental degradation, maintaining balance between
humans and the environment, moderation and avoidance of wasteful consumption, social justice, social
solidarity, and responsibility toward future generations. Collectively, these principles complement
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modern sustainability frameworks by strengthening self-accountability, reinforcing individual and
collective responsibility, and promoting the responsible use of natural resources, thereby enhancing the
effectiveness and long-term sustainability of urban humanization projects.

Although considerable progress has been made in the fields of urban sustainability and urban
humanization, most existing studies have focused primarily on environmental, technical, and managerial
aspects. Conversely, research on Islamic sustainability has largely remained theoretical or jurisprudential,
without developing practical assessment models that systematically integrate Islamic sustainability
principles into the evaluation of urban project performance. As a result, these research areas continue to
be investigated independently, leaving a significant gap in the literature regarding an integrated scientific
and practical framework that combines Islamic sustainability principles with the performance indicators
of urban humanization projects, particularly within the Saudi Arabian context.

To address this gap, the present study seeks to develop a Proposed Assessment Framework that integrates
Islamic sustainability principles with the performance indicators of urban humanization projects. The
framework aims to assess the impact of these principles on project performance while providing decision-
makers with a practical tool to support the planning, implementation, management, and evaluation of
sustainable urban development projects.

The City of Madinah has been selected as the study area due to its unique characteristics. It combines
exceptional religious significance, a deeply rooted Islamic identity, a close association with the Prophet's
biography (Seerah), rapid urban growth, and the implementation of numerous urban regeneration and
humanization initiatives. These characteristics make Madinah an ideal setting for examining the
contribution of Islamic sustainability principles to the performance and sustainability of urban projects.

The significance of this study lies in its contribution to the academic literature through the development
of an integrated framework that combines contemporary sustainability concepts with the Islamic
perspective. Such a framework supports the objectives of Saudi Vision 2030, enhances the effectiveness
of urban humanization projects, and provides a culturally grounded scientific reference that can assist
policymakers, planners, and practitioners in planning, implementing, and evaluating sustainable urban
development projects in Saudi Arabia and other Islamic countries.

The study begins with a comprehensive review of the literature on sustainability, urban sustainability,
urban humanization, and Islamic sustainability principles, followed by an analysis of their areas of
integration. Subsequently, a conceptual framework will be developed and empirically tested through a
mixed-methods study of selected urban humanization projects in Madinah. Finally, the findings will be
analyzed to evaluate the impact of Islamic sustainability principles on project performance, leading to
practical recommendations that can contribute to the development of national policies and sustainability
standards for urban development projects.
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