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Executive Summary

Title of the Study:

The Environment as a Pillar for Achieving Sustainable

Development: An Analysis of Opportunities and Challenges



Introduction:

Contemporary societies face increasing challenges in achieving a balance
between economic growth and environmental protection, especially amid
climate change, resource scarcity, and rising demand for energy and food.
Saudi Arabia is undergoing deep strategic transformations under Vision
2030, embracing the concepts of sustainable development through major

initiatives such as “Saudi Green” and the “Middle East Green Initiative.”

Study Objective:



To analyze the interactive relationship between the environment and
sustainable development, explore the challenges hindering this integration,
and identify opportunities to enhance environmental sustainability in Saudi

Arabia, while proposing practical and actionable policy recommendations.

Methodology:

The study adopts a descriptive analytical approach based on reviewing
theoretical literature, analyzing national policies, and exploring
international case studies. Additionally, an online survey was conducted to

measure individuals' environmental awareness and behavior.

Main Axes of the Study:

1. Environmental Challenges in Saudi Arabia:

Water scarcity, desertification, biodiversity loss, dependence on fossil
fuels, weak institutional coordination, and lack of a unified environmental

database.

2. Analysis of National Policies and Initiatives:



Reviewing programs like “Saudi Green,” renewable energy projects, and

the transition to a circular economy.

3. Role of Artificial Intelligence and Digital Technologies:

Supporting environmental management, smart agriculture, monitoring air

and water quality, and reducing emissions.

4. Role of Media and Civil Society:

In environmental awareness, promoting sustainable behavior, and

overseeing public and private environmental performance.

5. International Comparative Experiences:

Presenting models from Germany, Singapore, Morocco, and Denmark in

achieving environmental-economic balance.

Key Findings:

- Environmental performance in Saudi Arabia still faces institutional and

legal gaps, despite the presence of a clear strategic vision.



- Community environmental awareness remains relatively low and requires

support from education and media.

- The Kingdom has vast potential in renewable energy, recycling, and urban

afforestation if implemented through comprehensive policies.

Main Recommendations:

- Establishing a unified national authority for environmental sustainability.

- Enacting mandatory environmental impact assessments before project

implementation.

- Activating green finance and encouraging environmental

entrepreneurship.

- Integrating environmental concepts into school curricula and training

educators.

- Enhancing environmental media and leveraging digital platforms for public

dawareness.

Conclusion:



The study concludes that achieving sustainable development in Saudi
Arabia hinges on redefining the relationship between the environment and
the economy, ensuring the protection of natural resources, promoting
environmental justice, and improving quality of life. It presents a practical
roadmap to position Saudi Arabia as a regional and global leader in

environmental sustainability.
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